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what he thought. When one day a distinguished customer came to choose carpets and, objecting to the brilliant, glorious colours which pleased the great craftsman's mind, actually ventured to say: " Are these all ... I thought your colours were subdued," Morris replied: "If you want dirt, you can find that in the street,'' and into the street, it is not surprising to learn, the wealthy customer quickly went, his patronage of the firm at an end!
Some disused print works at Merton, in Surrey, where the river Wandle was most suitable for the process of the dyeing department, were taken over in 1881. The processes of tapestry and the printing of cotton goods—the Morris chintzes—were practically new departments added after the removal of the works to Merton; and the record of this year is a maze of craft labour in Morris's career: his energy was almost superhuman.
Then came a dramatic change in his life. In 1881 the Radical Clubs of London had combined into a "Democratic Federation." At first it was nothing much more than an advanced Liberal Association, but a very short time availed to change its outlook. When on the 18th of January 1883, the name of " William Morris, designer," was added to its list of members, he could say : " I am truly glad I have joined the only Society I could find that is definitely Socialistic." On the very same day, it is interesting to note, he was elected an Honorary Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford. It is scarcely a paradox to add that on the day he wasin the habit of saying too franklynder of glory that was to me when I first came
